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 Foundation For Allen Schools Grant Application

Scholarship Fund Amount: $0

Application #: AP231649 

Applicant First Name: Brenda Kay 

Applicant Last Name: Hawkins 

Applicant Email Address: brenda.hawkins@allenisd.org 

Gender: 

Cell Phone #: 

High School: 

Post Secondary School: 

Application Status: Submitted

Application Questions and Answer

Question Answer

Preferred
name/name that

you go by:
Kay

Best phone
number to reach

you at:
+19728961674

Campus Curtis Middle School

Grade(s) 7;8

I have
co-applicants:

Yes

Please provide
your work-related
Facebook contact

information.
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Please provide
your work-related

Twitter contact
information.

@curtis_library

Name of Grant From Nonfiction to Poetry and Memoir -- an extension of ALLen Reads!

Please select the
MAIN curriculum
area your grant

addresses.

English Language Arts (Secondary)

Does your grant
have a technology

component?
No

Will other
campuses be

involved/impacted?
Yes

Will other grades
be

involved/impacted?
Yes

How many
students will be
involved in this

grant?

500

Are there any
additional funds
available for this

grant?

Yes

What is the
problem, need or
opportunity that

this grant will
address? Describe
the impact of this
project on your

students.

As part of the ALLen Reads Community Reading Project, author Kathi Appelt will visit all three middle
schools in Allen. Her nonfiction book, Down Cut Shin Creek: The Packhorse Librarians of Kentucky, is the

book selection for grades 5th through 8th for ALLen Reads. Down Cut Shin Creek chronicles one of
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s most innovative Works Progress Administration projects under his
1933 New Deal initiative. The Pack Horse Library Project of Eastern Kentucky sent horse-riding librarians

to distribute books and reading material to people who lived deep in the Appalachian mountains. (McGraw)
Kathi Appelt is an author, poet, and teacher. She has won numerous awards and writes in all genres; the
ALLen Reads’-featured nonfiction book, fiction books, picture books, poetry and even a memoir written in
verse. Kathi is an excellent person to speak to our students about her writing process and her writerly life.
As part of this grant, we would like to purchase a variety of her books and further extend the ALLen Reads
project to become an author study. Students benefit from seeing real-life authors in many ways. Meeting
and listening to authors discuss the writing process and their methods and struggles make the process ,

books, and the authors themselves accessible and real to students. Author, Deb Lund, perfectly sums it up
on her blog, “School author visits promote reading, motivate writing, demystify creativity, encourage risk
taking, ignite sparks, and validate teachers.” (Lund) Students will be able to identify that authors are real

people, who were once 12-13 years old and it is certainly an attainable goal to be a writer one day. It
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allows them to see a real person is behind that book cover and that real person is someone like them.
While most of our students will not write novels, they will all be writers in some capacity, whether for

pleasure, profit, school, or work. It is important that they see themselves as writers!

How will the
project or program
be implemented?
Describe activities
and tasks. Who is

the target
population and in

what ways will they
benefit?

The target population will be 7th and 8th graders at all three middle schools. Kathi will also be presenting
at the Allen Public Library during an evening event sponsored by the Friends of the Allen Public Library.

Lowery students (our current 8th graders) and elementary students will be encouraged to attend this
evening event. Beginning in the spring of 2020, Kathi’s upcoming visit will be communicated to students

through their ELA teachers, library advertisement, and PTA newsletters. In addition, our current 7th
graders will be encouraged to purchase books at the upcoming book fairs hosted at Curtis and Ford in
April 2020. (There will be a book signing after each event.) Once we begin the 2020-2021 school year,

advertising will continue through ELA teachers, library orientation, and possible fall book fairs. Prior to her
visit, students will have the opportunity to read Kathi’s books either through their ELA classes or from the

library. ELA teachers and librarians will introduce and promote her visit through book talks and book
trailers. While this will not be a whole-school author visit for our middle schools, students who would most
benefit from this visit will be encouraged to attend. We expect that an average of 150 students or more will

attend the presentation at each of the three middle schools. As part of the book display, students will be
encouraged to complete a Google Survey to provide information including their name and grade, the book
they have read, and if they would like to attend the author visit. This method has worked well in the past
when other ALLen Reads authors have visited our schools. This allows us to have a more focused group
of kids. Also, teachers and librarians may suggest to the students that they attend. However, if a student

reaches out to us and wants to attend, we will invite them! We will make every effort to include any student
who would like to attend the event. Although not every student will be in attendance, other students will
benefit indirectly. The books used prior to the visit will be used as mentor texts and will represent many
writing genres. As students work together in cooperative groups with writing partners hopefully they will

share knowledge - writing advice shared by Kathi - they have gained with other students!

Provide a brief
summary for use

on the
Foundation's

website and social
media.

From Nonfiction to Fiction, Poetry and Memoir - An Extension of ALLen Reads with author Kathi Appelt As
part of the ALLen Reads Community Reading Project, author Kathi Appelt will visit all three middle schools

in Allen. Her nonfiction book, Down Cut Shin Creek: The Packhorse Librarians of Kentucky, is the book
selection for grades 5th through 8th for ALLen Reads. Award-winning author, poet, and teacher, Kathi

Appelt will share her path to writing.

Which Allen ISD
goals/TEKS does

this project
support? Please
provide 2 or 3

examples.

English Language Arts and Reading Strand 4 Multiple genres: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and
thinking using multiple texts--genres. The student recognizes and analyzes genre-specific characteristics,
structures, and purposes within and across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and
diverse texts. The student is expected to: (A) demonstrate knowledge of literary genres such as realistic

fiction, adventure stories, historical fiction, mysteries, humor, fantasy, science fiction, and short stories; (B)
analyze the effect of graphical elements such as punctuation and line length in poems across a variety of

poetic forms such as epic, lyric, and humorous poetry; English Language Arts and Reading Strand 5
Author's purpose and craft: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. The
student uses critical inquiry to analyze the authors' choices and how they influence and communicate

meaning within a variety of texts. The student analyzes and applies author's craft purposefully in order to
develop his or her own products and performances. The student is expected to: (A) explain the author's
purpose and message within a text; (B) analyze how the use of text structure contributes to the author's

purpose; (F) analyze how the author's use of language contributes to mood, voice, and tone;

What specific
measurements will

be used to

The effectiveness of the program will be evaluated using the following methods: The ELA teachers and
librarians will monitor the number of times each of the books by Kathi Appelt are checked out from the
library and their classrooms. This will serve as an indicator of their popularity. Teachers will be able to

provide anecdotal evidence of improvement in writing, specifically the students willingness to revise. As a
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evaluate the
effectiveness of

the project?

follow-up, both the students and ELA teachers will be surveyed in order to determine their engagement
with the author and reaction to her presentation. In addition, as a Reflection piece, the students will be
asked to write a note to Kathi thanking her for the visit and mentioning one thing that they got out of the

visit.

What teaching
methods will be

used to implement
this project?

One of the first units of the fall semester for our 7th grade students is a genre study. Since Kathi writes in
multiple genres, her books will be used as examples of the genres. Group and class discussion will be

utilized using the text within their writing. The SpringBoard theme for grade 8th is Challenges. Down Cut
Shin Creek can be used as an example text in unit three, “The Challenge to Make a Difference.” The text
could be analyzed as students explore the theme of “finding hope in times of despair.” Kathi’s books will

also provide choice reading opportunities for students in both grade levels. In addition, students will make
connections to their writing in the classroom, students will reflect on their writing/revision process through
discussions about the connections they made to the author visit, students can also discuss how what the

author wrote connects to their lives.

What is the project
timeline and the

date of
implementation?

Kathi will visit Curtis, Ereckson and Ford in late September 2020, presenting at each campus. Prior to her
visit, and throughout the year, students will have the opportunity to read her books which are available

through their ELA teacher and the campus libraries. Students will also be able to communicate and contact
Kathi through various avenues including Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and regular mail. Kathi’s books will

provide choice reading opportunities throughout the year.

Explain how this
idea or project

enhances/supports
Allen ISD

curriculum or
existing systems.

As educators in Allen ISD our mission is to cultivate innovation in education that empowers every learner
to realize his or her full potential. The author’s visit will not only encourage reading and writing, but will
offer encouragement in all aspects of the students’ lives. As with most author visits, Kathi will provide a

validation of the ELA teachers in their quest to teach young readers and writers. We have been fortunate
to have several authors visit our campuses over the recent years. Nearly every author who has presented
has had similar advice for our students, discussing how they get their ideas and the importance of revising

and editing writing. Author P. J. Hoover consistently states that “she doesn’t write books. She re-writes
books over and over again.” On her most recent visit, K. A. Holt told Curtis students that she should not be

called an author; she is more accurately described as a “ ‘revisionist’ or ‘reviser’ because first drafts are
meant to stink...they are the skeletons. Then you have a chance to add the guts and the hair and the skin
and the clothes until your writing is whole.” Writers offer validation to the classroom teacher and support

students in the process of revising their writing. The district’s mission is to provide innovation in education
to empower our students to reach their full potential. Authors are excellent examples of adults who have
set goals and accomplished those goals through hard-work and persistence. Works Cited “Benefits of

Author Visits.” Deblund.com, deblund.com/debs-services/author-visits/benefits-of-author-visits/. McGraw,
Eliza. “Horse-Riding Librarians Were the Great Depression's Bookmobiles.” Smithsonian.com,

Smithsonian Institution, 21 June 2017,
www.smithsonianmag.com/history/horse-riding-librarians-were-great-depression-bookmobiles-180963786/.

Total Grant Budget
Requested:

3000

Additional Co-Applicants Set Number 1
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Question Answer

First Name Morgan

Last Name LeFevre

Email morgan.lefevre@allenisd.org

Campus Ford Middle School

Grade: 7;8

Additional Co-Applicants Set Number 2

Question Answer

First Name Laura

Last Name Mason

Email laura.mason@allenisd.org

Campus Ereckson Middle School

Grade: 7;8

Project Budget Set Number 1

Question Answer

Item Type Other Expenses

List item to be purchased under item category: Speaker's Fee

Unit Cost 875

Quantity 3

Total cost of items in this category: 2625

Project Budget Set Number 2

Question Answer

Item Type General Supplies

List item to be purchased under item category:
books - various titles for each school with an

average price of $10.50 each
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Unit Cost 125

Quantity 3

Total cost of items in this category: 375


